WAR                                107
and they'll come home"; it would have been like
him and in tune with a frivolous side of his nature.
He was quite as irresponsible when he compla-
cently assured the North that the trouble would all
blow over within ninety days. He also believed
that any display of force would convert these hy-
pothetical Unionists of the South from friends to
enemies and would consolidate opinion in the Con-
federacy to produce war. In justice to Seward it
must be remembered that on this point time justi-
fied his fears.
His dealings with the Confederate commissioners
show that lie was playing to gain time, not with
intent to deceive the Southerners but to acquire
that domination over Lincoln which lie felt was his
by natural right. Intending to institute a peace
policy the moment he gained this ascendency, he
felt perfectly safe in making promises to the com-
missioners through mutual friends. He virtually
told them that Suniter would eventually be given
up and that all they need do was to wait.
Seward brought to bear upon the President the
opinions of various military men who thought the
time had passed when any expedition for the relief
of Sumter could succeed. For some time Lincoln
seemed about to consent, though reluctantly, to